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In 1830 he was appointed by Gov, Muarey distriet-
attorney of the county of Albany, in which cupacity
lLie served until 1841, ~ He was elected to the 33d con-
gress in 1852,  On the expiration of his term he re-
sumed pructice in Albany, taking into partnership Ly-
man Tremain; his brother, George, having removed
to Milwaukee in the interim.  In 1859 he spent a few
months in European travel, and upon his return was
elected justice of thesupreme court. At theclose of liis
first jutficinl termof eight years Judge Peckham was
re-elected, no opposing candidate being named. In
1870, before the expiratiou of his second term, he was
elected to the court of appenls.
On Nov. 15, 1873, Judge Peck-
ham, accompunied by his wife,
sailed for Europe on the steamer
Ville du Havre, for the heunefit of
his health, intending to spend the
winter in southern France, He
was destined, however, never to
arvive there, as the English iron
ship Loch Earn collided with the
Villedu Havre on Nov. 23d, She
sunk within twelve minutes of the
time she was struck, Judge and
Mrs, Peckham being carrieddown
in the vortex. Just before the
ship disappeared le said to Lis
wife, “If we must go down, let us
die bravely "—probably his lust
waords,  His fivst wife, Isabella
Adoline, daughter of the Rev,
Dr. William B. Lacey, rector of 8t. Peter's Churel,
Albany, N, Y., to whom he was married .
1882, died in 1848. In February, 1862, he was
again married to Mary Elizabeth, duughter of Israel
Foote. He had three sons, Wheeler Hazard, Joseph
Henry and Rufus William Peckham,_

- PECKHAM, Wheeler Hazard,) lawyer, was
bora in Albany, NU Y2 Jan. T, 1833, son of Rufus
Wheeler and Isabella A, (Lacey) Peckham, He re-
ceived his enrly education at the Albany Academy,
and afterwnrds went to Union College, Schenectady,
but left before graduntion on necount of poor heulth,
He then took up the study of law, and was admitted
to the bar in 1856, For two years he practiced in
that city with his father and Lyman Tremnin, His
health not improving, hespent a year in Europe, and
on returning to the United States went to St. Paul,
where he resided until the latter part of 1862, In Feb-
Tuary, 1864, hesettled in New YVork city. Hebecame
particnlarly noted for his knowledge “on important
points of municipal and eonstitutional law; had an
extensive practice in the U. 8. supreme court, and
achieved a specind reputation through his argument
on the coustitutionality of the practice of taxing
greenbacks. TIn that arcument Mr, Peckham was
opposed by Charles O’Conor, of New York city,
who stated that Mr. Peckham's effort was us able ns
any he had ever henrd.  During the excitement fol-
lowing the exposure of the Tweed ** ring ™ in New
York, the attoruey. general of the state appointed
Charles O'Conor “special deputy altorney-generul,
with power to prosecute the men” guilty or suspected
of the “ring™ frands. Mr. O'Conor immediately
requiested Mr. Peckham to act with him in the per-
formance of this duty, and for severn years the
fatter gave up almost his whole time 1o this busi-
ness, [His ability as a lawyer and his foree in arei-
ment were important factors in the grand result of
the exposure, proseeution and flight or imprisonment
of the chief criminals, Mr, Peckham was counsel
in important litigation against the state of Louisiana
by holders of the state bonds, the case, however,
being decided adversely to them by the U. S, supreme
court.  Besides this, he was permanently cmployed
as counsel by the Union Trust Co., New York. " In
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1884 he was appointed district-attorney for the
county of New York, hut resigned after Lolding the
office n few weeks, Mr. Peckham resumed his posi-
tion as p member of the firm of Miller, Peckham &
Dixon, in New York, of which he beeume a menber
in 1864, He died in New York. Sept. 27, 1905,

PECKHAM, Rufus William, jurist, was born
in Albany, N. Y., Nov. 8, 1838, youngest son of
Hon. Rufus Wheeler (judge of the court of appeals
of New York) and Isabelln A. (Lacey) Peckham,
He attended school at the Albany A.(:ndem‘y and
later in Philadelphin, In 1836 he went to Europe
for a year, und on returning studied law in the
offices of his father and of Lyman Tremain in
Albany, in 1857, and was admiited to the bar in
1859, ~On Jan, 1, 1860, he formed o partnership
with his father's partner, My, Tremain, which con.
tinued up to the time of the death of the latter in
1878, Mr. Peckham was elected district-attorney of
Albany couuty ‘a2 November, 1868, and served three
years. It was during his term of office that the
famous express robbery oceurred on the railroad
bridge at Albany, wlen the express messenger, Hal-
pine, wus left for dead in the car. The trinl was
one of the most exciting that ever took place in Al
bany county. IL was condueted by Dist.-Aut'y
Peckham with indefutigable effort :mlf rare ability,
and resulted in a conviction, Mr, Peckham was one
of the counsel for the Albany and Susuehanna
Railroad Co. iu its fight with the Erie Ruilroad Co.,
coutrolled by Jay Gould and James Fisk, Jr. He
also represented the attorney-general in many capital
trials, and generally with success, Mr. Peckham
was one of the representatives of his congressional
district in the national convention held at St. Louis
in 1876, and was an active supporter of Mr. Tilden
for the presidency, He was nlso a vepresentative in
the Cincinnati convention in 1880, when Maj.-Gen,
Hancock was nominated. In April, 1881, he was
appointed corporation counsel of the city of Albany,
From 1883 until 1886 he was justice of 'the stipreme
court of New York, when he was elected an asso-
cinte justice of the court of appenls. In December,
1895, he was appointed associate justice of the U. S,
supreme court at Washington, D. C. Thedegree of
LL. D. was conferred upon him by Columbia in 1901,
In 1866 he was married to Haurriette M., daughter of
D. H. Arnold, of New Yok, and has two sons,

SAWYER, John Talbott, clergyman, was
born at Aun Arbor, Mich., Feb. 4, 1843, son of
Hon.Franklin and Saral Math- ” :
er (Loring) Sawyer, and & de- 4 Z
seendant of Thomas Sawyer, b, &
one of three hrothers who came
from Lincolnshire, England, to
Muassachusettshetween1640and
1646. The records of the family
in England show they bore
arms “during the third crusade
under Richard Ceur de Lion
and Baldwin.  His fumily and
hereditary cont of arms were
given in 1310 o Hugh Sawyer
Tor distinguished services ren-
dered his sovereign oo the field
of battle.  The family came to
England with Willinm the Con-
queror in 1066." His great-
grandfather, Elisha Sawyer, served in the revolution-
ary war.  His father was born at Cambridge, Mass.,
1809; was geaduated at Harvard in 1830; was a law-
ver, edueator and editor; served in the Massachusetts
egislature; was the founder and first president of the
Young Men's Society of Detroit, Mich,; was state
superintendent of e(i)ur:ul.ion in Michigan (1842-43),
and wis one of the origivators of the University of
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